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UNITED ARTS RECEIVES $100,000 FROM DUKE ENERGY  

TO SUPPORT ITS DIVERSITY IN THE ARTS GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

ORLANDO – February 17, 2022 – United Arts of Central Florida recently received an additional $50,000 

from Duke Energy Florida to strengthen its Diversity in the Arts grants program. This grant effectively 

doubled the Diversity in the Arts program’s funding pool, increasing it from $50,000 (received from the 

Duke Energy Foundation in 2021) to $100,000. 

 

“At Duke Energy, diversity and inclusion remain at the center of what we do, and we are proud to 

partner with nonprofits that strive to enhance the quality and variety of cultural experiences throughout 

Florida,” said Melissa Seixas, Duke Energy Florida state president. “This support from Duke Energy 

Florida and its foundation will assist United Arts of Central Florida in bringing new voices, perspectives 

and practices into the arts and creating a more diverse and inclusive environment for new and returning 

artists and admirers.”  

 

United Arts’ Diversity in the Arts grants program was introduced in 2021 to take an action-oriented 

approach to increasing opportunities for people of color to create and participate in cultural 

programming in Central Florida.  

 

The freshman class of grant recipients included 10 organizations led by people of color that had not 

previously been funded by United Arts. Two of the 10 went on to receive awards from United Arts’ FY22 

project grants cycle, illustrating the program’s objective to invite and encourage participation in United 

Arts’ other grant and contract-for-service offerings. United Arts aims to engage with 10 more such 

organizations in the next grants cycle. 
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“Our goal is to achieve a more diverse, inclusive, equitable and accessible cultural sector,” said Jennifer 

Evins, president and CEO of United Arts. “This program’s focus is on strengthening organizations that 

build diverse leadership and participation in the arts across our four counties of service, and we are so 

grateful for Duke Energy’s partnership in expanding the program’s community impact.” 

 

To activate this round of grants, United Arts is putting together an advisory cohort to collaboratively 

build an inclusive, intentional and impactful grant process. Cohort members will include past Diversity in 

the Arts grantees, potential applicants, community leaders and key stakeholders, who will bring their 

knowledge of the community, past experiences and expertise to remove barriers to access and identify 

opportunities for innovation.  The application will open this Spring with grants awarded in the Summer 

of 2022. 

 

More information can be found at www.unitedarts.cc/grantee-resources/grants  

 

### 

 

About United Arts of Central Florida  

United Arts is a collaboration of individuals, businesses, governments and school districts, foundations, 

arts and cultural organizations, and artists. Its mission is to enrich communities by investing in arts, 

science and history. United Arts serves residents and visitors in Lake, Orange, Osceola and Seminole 

counties through the more than 75 local arts, science and history organizations it supports. It does this 

by providing direct support through grants and contracts for services, collaborative fundraising, arts 

education opportunities, advocacy, and technical and administrative assistance. Since 1989, United Arts 

has invested more than $170 million into Central Florida’s arts and culture. For more information, visit 

www.UnitedArts.cc or call 407.628.0333. 

 

About Duke Energy Florida 

Duke Energy Florida, a subsidiary of Duke Energy, owns a diverse generation mix of natural gas, coal and 

renewables, providing about 10,200 megawatts of owned electric capacity to approximately 1.9 million 

customers in a 13,000-square-mile service area. 

 

Duke Energy (NYSE: DUK), a Fortune 150 company headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., is one of America’s 

largest energy holding companies. Its electric utilities serve 7.9 million customers in North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Florida, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky, and collectively own 51,000 megawatts of energy 

capacity. Its natural gas unit serves 1.6 million customers in North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 

Ohio and Kentucky. The company employs 27,500 people. 
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